THE EVOLUTION OF SOUTHAMPTON’S PASSENGER TRAIN SERVICES
IN THE DIESEL AND ELECTRIC ERA
General overview
The modernisation of Southampton’s railways from the second half of the twentieth century has been far-reaching. It started late because of World War II. Electric trains reached Portsmouth from London in the 1930s but Southampton had to wait another 30 years. In 1950 the town’s railways were essentially Victorian, with all trains hauled by steam locomotives. The city’s electric tramway operations had already come and gone. 
The railways had made mass mobilization and world war possible, but enemy action left them battered and economically weak. In 1948, the private operations were nationalized, becoming regionally structured British Railways. 
Investment was limited at a time when bombed housing needed replacement and food was still rationed. Government was reluctant to progress from steam power as it provided a market for the coal industry. As postwar mobility increased, the public tended to see road transport as relatively clean and attractive, and symbolizing personal freedom.

Southampton had three fairly discrete rail operations at the end of the steam era. In terms of international passenger traffic, the docks were comparable with Heathrow Airport today. They were served by relatively luxurious Ocean Liner Expresses to and from London Waterloo. The town was known as the ‘Gateway to the Empire’, and later as the ‘Gateway to the Commonwealth’.
The town’s residents enjoyed less attractive services. The Terminus station in the Old (now Eastern) Docks area continued to provide limited services, mainly on local routes or at night-time when protracted stops facilitated international mail handling. Other passenger services were already concentrated at the newer Central station, with its lofty clock tower on the upside but art deco buildings on the downside where bombing had destroyed original structures. 
Trains from Weymouth or Bournemouth to London Waterloo usually departed from Central at quarter past the hour, with return trains at half past from Waterloo, but stopping patterns varied. Other services were slow, irregular, and mainly infrequent. However, the post-war popularity of seaside holidays brought additional Summer Saturday services which called at Central en route between Bournemouth and London, the Midlands and North. Unlike today’s services, the latter largely stayed clear of the direct but busy lines northwards from London Euston. 
The third operation was focused on huge quantities of goods transferring between ships and small rail wagons. In addition, the Terminus station’s adjacent cattle market reflected the age when animals were transported by rail from country station pounds. 
As international passenger travel increasingly moved from sea to air, and goods traffic from rail to road, the Old Docks reduced in importance. The Terminus station closed. Its stylish entrance building became a casino and its luxurious hotel a suite of flats. The cattle market area was redeveloped with housing, and pounds and goods sidings at rural stations began to make way  for commuter car parks. 
The freight operation was transformed, switching to two container terminals in the Millbrook-Redbridge corridor, with Southampton becoming Britain’s second largest container port after Felixstowe. 
By contrast with international passenger traffic and freight, the city’s internal passenger train services have developed erratically. Rail users’ interests have been subject to tensions between industry expertise, government dogma and private company ethics. This paper attempts to summarise and illustrate the story. 
The face of the railway has changed as much as its services. Steam no longer provides power or heats carriages. Self-powered diesel and electric trains have largely replaced coaches hauled by steam locomotives, so locomotives don’t take on water during station stops. Passenger trains rarely carry mail or unaccompanied goods. Track level noise is much reduced because rails can respond to temperature changes without expansion joints. Level crossings are fewer and no longer manually operated.  Station siding areas don’t have loading gauges to check that goods piled in open wagons won’t hit tunnel roofs - the survivor at Totton may be unique. Semaphore signalling and station signal boxes have been replaced by colour lights largely controlled from regional signalling centres.
Porters don’t offer to carry luggage at major stations. Intercom means passengers don’t need to stare out of windows to spot station names. Doors are no longer opened by pulling on droplights with metal grips or  leather straps to reach exterior handles. Air-conditioned carriages are almost universal, and windows aren’t covered in condensation. Timetabling is generally more even-interval. Printed timetables are virtually extinct. Fare structures are vastly more complex and less dependent on distances travelled. 
Postwar uncertainty
Railway nationalization came just as several prototype diesel locomotives were being trialled.  From 1952 these were used on specified Waterloo services on the Weymouth and Exeter lines from Waterloo. They represented an unlikely future on the Weymouth route through Southampton. Lines between London and the South Coast had been switching to third rail electric multiple unit operation, with higher speeds and frequent, regular-interval services.   
The general demand for travel remained relatively local in the early postwar years. From 16.9.1957 ‘Hampshire Diesel’ multiple unit trains provided Southampton with   regular-interval local services which mirrored the third rail operations. The core hourly services were Portsmouth-Southampton Central (stopping), Portsmouth-Southampton Central-Salisbury (semi-fast); and Winchester-Southampton Terminus (Southampton Central on Sundays). Trains from Southampton Central had good connections at St Denys into those from Southampton Terminus.
The initial Hampshire Diesel network was completed two months later by inclusion of the Southampton-Alton and Portsmouth-Eastleigh-Andover routes. The former mirrored the Winchester services in using the Terminus station except on Sundays. From June 1962, Southampton-Winchester services were extended to Reading, and the Portsmouth-Andover service was diverted via Southampton Central.  
The 1963 Beeching Report on ‘Reshaping the Railways’ aimed at reducing subsidies in the face of increasing road competition. Some local routes did not survive the steam era, or only briefly saw diesel trains. Southampton lost its sparse Andover-Swindon Town-Cheltenham, and Winchester Chesil-Newbury-Didcot trains, though congestion led to Chesil station reopening for local services on Summer Saturdays for a few years.

British Railways’ Southern Region by now had its own allocation of diesel locomotives,
mainly for freight workings. The complementary reduction in steam locomotives led to some mainline passenger trains becoming diesel-hauled on Summer Saturdays, particularly the direct services between Waterloo and the operationally constricted Lymington and Swanage branches. Hampshire Diesels operated several complementary stopping services between Eastleigh and Weymouth.  

Other services switched to diesel power incrementally. In particular, from June 1965 (the year that ‘British Railways’ became ‘British Rail’) Western Region ‘Inter City’ and ‘Cross Country’ diesel units operated the Portsmouth Harbour-Cardiff service with increased Monday-Saturday frequency. This brought the advantage that trains could easily reverse at Bristol Temple Meads station, instead of calling at suburban Stapleton Road. Cross Country unit cabs were separated from passenger areas only by glass panels, affording passengers a driver’s eye view, an attraction which would doubtless infringe today’s health and safety standards.
From January 1966, the Poole-Liverpool/Manchester train, formerly the flagship ‘Pines Express’ from Bournemouth West via the Somerset and Dorset line through Wincanton, was diesel-hauled. During the summer months, diesel operation applied to virtually all Sunday services from Southampton and many Saturday services.  
Operational convenience briefly brought token Summer Saturday diesel workings over the original route between Brockenhurst and Hamworthy, via Ringwood and Wimborne. These were westbound Waterloo-Swanage services, which operated non-stop from Southampton Central to Wareham. The Fawley line did see full dieselization before closure, but the service comprised just two return Monday-Friday workings for the convenience of refinery workers.  
In line with the second Beeching report, ‘The Development of the Major Railway Trunk Routes’ of 1965, some long-distance routes were either closed, or downgraded with diversion of their principal services. Trains between Southampton Central, the Midlands and North had generally followed the Great Western Railway route to the North West, switching to the Great Central route via Woodford Halse for the North East. With rationalization, core routes through Birmingham New Street evolved, though a few Summer Saturday oddities, with some long non-stop runs, persisted for years.
British Railways’ modernization plan of 1955 had envisaged that future electrification would be standardized on the 25,000-volt overhead wire system. The main line through Southampton Central would be electrified, along with the Byfleet-Staines-Clapham Junction diversionary route. However, the complication of positioning gantry supports among the maze of lines between Waterloo and Clapham Junction resulted in extension of existing third rail electrification from Brookwood to Branksome and Lymington Pier.

From 10.7.1967, a new timetable was introduced across the Southern Region, with diesel or electric trains operating all services. As an economy, the units for fast and semi-fast Waterloo services through Southampton were rebuilt from standard British Railways’ coaches and powered by existing diesel locomotives west of Bournemouth. In addition, Southampton Terminus, Northam, Boscombe and Bournemouth West stations closed, though a new station had opened at Southampton Airport.
The basic service pattern operated seven days a week. Waterloo-Weymouth fast trains ran every two hours, calling at Southampton Central, Bournemouth and the busier stations beyond.  Waterloo-Bournemouth semi-fast services ran hourly, continuing as stopping trains to Weymouth every two hours. Southampton-Reading services were replaced by Bournemouth-Waterloo electric stopping trains, which interconnected with the fast services at Southampton. Peak and Summer Saturday services were significantly augmented. 
The fast trains took 70 minutes between Waterloo and Southampton, and 100 minutes between Waterloo and Bournemouth. This was about 20 minutes less than the fastest steam schedules. The London commuting area spread westwards, with Southampton now the principal intermediate stop on a long-distance electric commuter railway. 

Simultaneously, development of cross country travel started with a basic Monday-Saturday service, still increased on Summer Saturdays, of three trains spread across the day: Southampton-Birmingham New Street; Poole-Birmingham New Street-York; and Poole-Birmingham New Street. This facilitated business travel between the South Coast and the Midlands. However, the former Brighton-Plymouth train ran only as far as Exeter, following closure of its traditional route through Okehampton.
Despite the broad positivity, government enthusiasm for the closure programme went on to remove routes which had acquired regular diesel services. These included   Eastleigh-Romsey (1969, though the line remained in situ for non-passenger workings, and Summer Saturday trains between Dorset and Cardiff to avoid reversal), Winchester-Alton, and Wareham-Swanage (both 1972). However, there was now growing public awareness that trains had a social role because motoring was not an option for many, and substitute bus services were generally slow and unattractive. 
Cash-strapped rail management needed to optimize the use of existing resources. The 1972 summer timetable saw Southampton-Birmingham trains extended to Liverpool, and the first Sunday service on the route. The Summer Saturday Poole-Sheffield service ran via Luton in 1972 and 1973 to test the market for airport passengers. On the downside, the Brighton-Exeter service was withdrawn except on Saturdays.

From May 1973, with the Western Region increasingly using its resources to improve internal services, the Portsmouth-Salisbury ‘Hampshire Diesel’ service extended to Bristol in alternate hours on Mondays to Saturdays, replacing the Cardiff trains and providing a much slower service. As there was no access between coaches, window stickers indicated the location of toilet facilities.  There were still few direct trains beyond Salisbury on Sundays. However, all Portsmouth trains served the Harbour station to maintain ferry links. 
From May 1974, construction of several additional electric units allowed Waterloo-Weymouth fast services to increase to hourly, with most semi-fast services then terminating at Bournemouth.

From May 1977, Sunday economies ended the basic seven-day main line service. Waterloo-Weymouth fast trains were withdrawn during the middle of the day, with semi-fast Waterloo-Bournemouth services extended to Weymouth instead. The hourly Waterloo-Bournemouth stopping trains were replaced with Reading-Eastleigh-Portsmouth Harbour and Eastleigh-Lymington Pier services, and additional stops by the Weymouth semi-fasts west of Brockenhurst. 

Moving forward
Peter Parker had become Chairman of British Rail in 1976, two years before his knighthood. The front cover of satirical magazine Private Eye bore the headline ‘£40,000 A YEAR FOR BRITISH RAIL BOSS’ with Mr Parker portrayed next to an aged electric commuter train and declaring, “How else can I afford to travel on British Rail?’ Fortunately, his insight and determination proved invaluable. He confronted the roads lobby, and successfully opposed the 1983 Serpell Report, commissioned by pro-car PM Margaret Thatcher, which proposed even more radical closures. 

To help popularize rail travel, weekend excursion trains with low fares were introduced. Whereas traditional excursions had used old carriages which spent unproductive time in sidings, the new ‘Merrymaker’ excursions used quality trains which were fully utilized for business travel during the working week. These services were ambitious, with itineraries often exceeding 100 miles. A publicity campaign, unfortunately spearheaded by later disgraced TV personality Jimmy Savile, declared that this was ‘The Age of the Train’. 

From May 1978, trains to the Midlands and North served Coventry and Birmingham International (for the airport) instead of Solihull. Faster and more comfortable Portsmouth Harbour-Bristol trains were introduced, using displaced locomotives and coaches, with some services running non-stop between Warminster and Bath.

From May 1979 the service between Poole or Southampton and the North was expanded. Some Portsmouth Harbour-Bristol services continued to Cardiff and the basic two-hourly frequency was extended to Sundays. Displaced Hampshire Diesels returned to local services, with more Portsmouth trains running beyond Southampton to Romsey or Salisbury. 

From May 1980 the Sunday Eastleigh-Lymington Pier trains were withdrawn and Waterloo-Basingstoke stopping services extended to Bournemouth. These trains uniquely provided a direct hourly service between Southampton and West Byfleet, Weybridge, Walton-on-Thames, Hersham and Wimbledon. The change was reversed from 1982. Fast Waterloo-Weymouth Sunday morning trains were withdrawn in the winter timetable period, with more semi-fasts extended to Weymouth.

From June 1981 services between Portsmouth Harbour and Bristol generally ran hourly on Mondays to Saturdays and Sunday evenings, with many continuing to extend to Cardiff. Fewer Portsmouth stopping services then ran beyond Southampton to Romsey or Salisbury.  A novel Monday-Friday working involved a locomotive-hauled train running from Bristol to Southampton, then continuing to Eastleigh, Salisbury via the now non-passenger line through Chandlers Ford, and on to Bristol and Cardiff. On Summer Saturdays in 1982, the Brighton-Exeter service was extended to Paignton, a popular Merrymaker destination.
British Rail’s passenger services switched from geographical to business sectors in 1982. The three passenger sectors were InterCity, Provincial (later branded Regional Railways) and London & South East (later branded Network South East). The overarching ambition was to demonstrate how far the businesses could progress towards profitability through maximizing custom. Their parallel development reduced the quality gap between Southampton’s mainline electric and regional diesel services. 
In 1983 structural work in Southampton tunnel resulted in the Salisbury-Portsmouth semi-fast trains being ‘suspended’, yet never restored, with Portsmouth-Southampton stopping trains extended to Romsey or Salisbury in alternate hours on Mondays-Saturdays, but mainly terminating at Romsey on Sundays. The Brighton-Exeter train was extended to Penzance on Summer Saturdays, and a new Brighton-Penzance   service introduced on Fridays. Two Monday-Friday afternoon trains from Portsmouth Harbour were revised to serve Weston-super-Mare. 

Sir Robert Reid followed as British Rail Chairman from 1983. He had spent his working life on the railways, was noted for his dedication to the industry, and commuted by train in order to share passengers’ experiences. Anecdotally, he always sought to answer questions by asking what was best for passengers. Upon appointment, he stated: “I will be making gradual changes. I shall be looking for lower unit costs, better quality service and better value for money.” 
From May 1984, the phased development of the InterCity sector included the first direct Poole-Edinburgh/Glasgow trains. In 1986 and 1987 a Summer Saturday Poole-Blackpool service was trialled.  Southampton’s longest-distance ever rail service, to Glasgow and Aberdeen, started in 1987.

Electrification was extended from Branksome to Weymouth in 1988, ending Channel Islands Boat Trains via the street tramway to Weymouth Quay. A fleet of quality ‘Wessex Electric’ units (the world’s fastest third rail electric trains) was introduced on the main line. 
The new Monday-Saturday timetable from 16 May brought Waterloo-Weymouth fast services reaching Southampton Airport in 59 minutes, Southampton Central in 67 minutes, and Weymouth in 2½ hours. Sunday fast services called additionally at Basingstoke and operated during summer mornings and all year in the evenings. Waterloo-Bournemouth semi-fast services extended to Poole throughout the week, and to Weymouth during the Sunday gaps in fast services. 
The Waterloo-Bournemouth Monday-Saturday stopping service was replaced by Waterloo-Southampton and Southampton-Wareham services which missed each other by several minutes. A very limited stopping service between Waterloo and Poole operated in the commuting peaks, weaving between faster trains. 
On the Provincial sector, the Portsmouth Harbour-Cardiff service was improved, using faster-accelerating ‘Sprinter’ trains and with no services terminating at Bristol. More stops at Wiltshire towns had been reinstated since the 1978 timetable change, but with overall journey times remaining broadly constant. On InterCity, an overnight Poole-Edinburgh seating/sleeping car train (Sunday-Friday nights) was introduced, continuing until May 1992.

From May 1989 the Waterloo-Southampton weekday stopping trains switched to the opposite side of the hour, improving connections. Frequent problems with ‘water ingress’ in the Wessex Electrics’ door mechanisms resulted in the Sunday Waterloo-Weymouth fast trains being decelerated but running hourly all day, and the Waterloo-Poole services switching to old rolling stock and serving most stations south of Basingstoke to release more units for maintenance. The Eastleigh-Lymington Pier trains were withdrawn again. 

By the end of the decade, British Rail was recorded as being 40% more efficient than eight comparable rail systems in Europe used as benchmarks, compared with 14% in 1979. Transport Secretary Cecil Parkinson stated that ‘British Rail's need for subsidy has been falling steadily, as BR has improved efficiency and has attracted many more passengers’.  

From May 1990, electrification of the Southampton/Eastleigh-Portsmouth routes brought a direct hourly service between Southampton and Victoria via Hove and Gatwick Airport. This operated as an extension of the Southampton-Portsmouth Harbour stopping service on Sundays. The Monday-Saturday Portsmouth Harbour-Southampton and Southampton-Wareham services were rolled together, though with layover at Brockenhurst in each direction. A token early Monday-Friday train operated from Southampton to Waterloo via Guildford. On Sundays, the Waterloo-Poole services terminated at Bournemouth. 
Following the success of Merrymaker excursions to coastal destinations, some of the Provincial sector’s prime Portsmouth-Cardiff services were extended westwards.  From July 1991 a Portsmouth Harbour-Carmarthen train operated, followed by direct services to Pembroke Dock and Milford Haven a year later. 
A late Sunday evening Portsmouth Harbour-Taunton-Keyham (close to Devonport naval base) service was trialled from 1993. This reflected the tradition of running a few Sunday services for the convenience of naval personnel, such as the prewar Portland-Southampton-Portsmouth train.
On the InterCity sector, a few InterCity 125 units (the world’s fastest diesel trains) started to work alongside locomotive-hauled services, with the Dorset Scot from Poole to Edinburgh accelerated by 65 minutes. During diversions in the summers of 1991 and 1992, the Sunday morning Poole-Glasgow train notably served principal stations on the Cotswold Line between Oxford and Worcester. 

Moving backwards
Margaret Thatcher had never seen the railways as an attractive candidate for privatization. Her successor John Major, apparently driven by a few MPs to the far right of his party, forged ahead regardless. In the terms of an old railway slogan, the network was now on the ‘right lines’ to continue increasing custom and reducing subsidy. In an extraordinary example of wanting to mend what was no longer broken, a disastrous BR exit started, with a huge upheaval leading to loss of industry expertise and passenger confidence.
From 1992, pre-franchising changes resulted in the Sunday Waterloo-Bournemouth service being withdrawn until early afternoon in the winter timetable periods, with the Waterloo-Weymouth trains running as semi-fasts, leaving some stations with no morning service. 

From May 1993 the Monday-Saturday Portsmouth Harbour-Wareham services split into separate trains either side of Southampton and the Southampton-Waterloo stopping trains were reduced to Southampton-Eastleigh services. Fast-accelerating Sprinter diesel units were introduced as a cheap replacement on the Waterloo/South Coast-Exeter routes. A small positive consequence was that a Sunday afternoon service from Southampton reached Exeter Central in a record time of 122 minutes (just 2 hours in 1994). 

From May 1994 pre-franchise reshaping accelerated, with mainline services rearranged as a 20-minute ‘shuttle’ between Waterloo and Southampton in order to ‘sweat’ resources in the quest for maximum returns. The basic shuttle comprised Waterloo-Southampton and Waterloo-Poole semi-fasts, and Waterloo-Weymouth fasts. As there was not enough electric rolling stock, Sprinter diesel trains filled some gaps, running beyond Southampton to/from the mainline diesel sector at Salisbury, and unusually giving Romsey token London services. 
The three hourly services reached both Waterloo and Southampton in a space of 25 minutes. Less attractive local stopping services were introduced between Brockenhurst and Southampton (two hourly) and Brockenhurst and Poole (hourly). The Monday-Saturday Victoria-Southampton service extended to Bournemouth but the Sunday service split into separate trains east and west of Portsmouth Harbour to fit into planned franchise divisions.  

Franchises started in 1996 and Southampton Central was served by four. South West Trains, which managed the majority of stations and services in South Hampshire, disposed of far too many drivers, resulting in regular train cancellations, to boost operator Stagecoach’s profits. It served as a proxy for the worst failures of the privately-operated rail regime, though it was the sale and destruction of Southampton’s busy bus station which lifted Stagecoach out of the red at the expense of the city’s residents.

Rail timetables became largely aspirational with stops routinely missed for operational convenience, and no effort made to maintain connections on which thousands of daily passengers relied. A government leaflet had promised a user-focused organization ‘like the Sainsbury’s of this world’, but the franchise became just a Stagecoach cash cow. Timetable ‘improvements’, such as Monday-Saturday Brockenhurst-Poole trains being extended to Wareham, were just to avoid train crews having long breaks. 
Stagecoach was effectively branded a cowboy company when, on public interest grounds, it was refused a High Court injunction against the screening of the World in Action’s programme ‘Cowboy Country’ of 1.7.1996, which exposed its shameless business practices to a wide audience. 
Steven Norris, a former Conservative Transport Minister, later admitted that the award to Stagecoach had suited his party's dogma: “Awarding the franchise to Stagecoach was really taking the fight to the enemy… It was the most aggressive decision we could take, and if we had tried to dress privatisation in its most acceptable form, it would have been better to award it to almost anyone else.”

The Virgin Cross Country franchise (in which Stagecoach acquired a 49% interest) took over trains to the North and Scotland and was less remarkable. The Connex South Central franchise took over the Victoria services and became noted for poor train maintenance standards. Prism Rail took over the Regional Railways operations as the Wales and West franchise. It introduced some innovations such as a Monday-Friday Portsmouth Harbour-Liverpool return service (attached to Cardiff trains east of Newport) from 1997, a Saturday Barry Island-Portsmouth Harbour return service from 1998, and a Monday-Friday Penzance-Portsmouth Harbour return service via Taunton (attached to Cardiff trains south of Westbury) from 1999. 

From May 1997 the two-hourly Brockenhurst-Southampton trains extended to Winchester, again to use previously idle time. 

From May 1998, Wales and West introduced a Monday-Friday afternoon Southampton-Worcester train which, a year later, started running from Romsey via Southampton. This provided the first direct Romsey-Eastleigh passenger service for over 15 years.
From May 1999, SWT’s Monday-Saturday mainline service frequency from Waterloo increased, with some long layover times at Southampton and many more trains formed of old rolling stock (which had proved fatally fragile in the Clapham disaster of 1988), in order to block Anglia Trains’ proposal to introduce direct Southampton-Norwich services via the North London Line. 
Trains now left Waterloo quarter-hourly for Wareham (semi-fast), Southampton (semi-fast); Weymouth (fast); and Poole (stopping). The Brockenhurst-Winchester and Brockenhurst-Wareham local services were consequently withdrawn. On Sundays mainline services no longer reverted to a reduced winter timetable.

In August 2001 Connex South Central was taken over by Govia, and later rebranded Southern Railway. Wales and West introduced a limited service between Southampton and Swindon via Salisbury and Melksham; pathing constraints resulted in southbound services surviving longest and just on a token basis. From October, the reshaped franchise was operated by National Express as Wessex Trains, with services no longer running west of Cardiff. 

From September 2002 Virgin Trains increased their services to hourly under ‘Operation Princess’ but failed to resolve capacity problems because their new 4-car and 5-car ‘Voyager’ trains were too short. These services no longer served Poole.  

The incoming Labour government had transferred some powers over the now fragmented  industry to the non-departmental Strategic Rail Authority, intended to ensure ‘Britain’s Railway, properly delivered’. The SRA remarkably awarded Stagecoach a new 20-year franchise. Ironically it cut the Southampton-Bournemouth extension of Southern’s Victoria trains in an attempt to mitigate delays caused by SWT’s line-blocking timetable. 
Hampshire County Council’s aspirations were realized in a new hourly Totton-Romsey service, operating daily and serving a reconstructed Chandlers Ford station. This superseded the Southampton-Eastleigh Monday-Saturday local service. From September the SRA imposed a simplified Monday-Saturday service from Waterloo, with a Southampton train connecting into a Poole train which in turn connected into a Weymouth train. 

The 2004 summer timetable saw most Southampton-Victoria services diverted to Littlehampton while Sussex Coast services, to which they normally attached, were prioritized for allocation of incompatible new rolling stock. Virgin Trains’ earliest Sunday service from Southampton henceforth ran fast between Southampton Airport and Basingstoke via Andover for driver route familiarization.

From December 2005, the 19.30 (Mondays-Fridays) Cardiff-Portsmouth Harbour train started running via Southampton Airport. While current operators Great Western and Southern both run token services this way for route familiarization, this train became unique in providing a direct passenger service between Southampton, Hedge End and Botley.
From December 2007, Scotland services via Preston and Carlisle were re-routed via Newcastle to protect revenue on Virgin Trains’ West Coast services. Passengers on the decelerated Poole-Glasgow service could then arrive in Glasgow 121 minutes earlier by changing at Birmingham! Wessex Trains having been merged into First Great Western (later renamed Great Western Railway) in 2006, some former Cardiff services were re-routed towards Great Malvern as part of a rationalised cross-Bristol timetable. Southern’s Southampton-Victoria trains were re-routed via Horsham and Crawley, and hourly Southampton-Brighton Monday-Saturday trains introduced.  
Stagecoach’s performance had remained so poor that its 20-year franchise was reduced to just four years.  The SRA was abolished but, surprisingly, the Department for Transport  awarded Stagecoach a further 10-year SWT franchise from 2007. The company then introduced a new timetable which  varied significantly from the franchise specification. Improved services to minor rural stations such as Dean, Mottisfont & Dunbridge, and Holton Heath were more than offset by less frequent, worse-spaced, or slower services to much busier stations serving substantial urban areas such as Totton, New Milton and Christchurch. The Romsey-Totton service was diverted to Salisbury, restoring hourly Southampton-Salisbury stopping services after an absence of over 25 years. The longstanding direct service between the South Coast and West of England ceased. 
The Wessex Electric trains were replaced by cheaper Desiro units (built by Siemens when facing severe financial problems) with many Waterloo services formed of outer suburban stock. Most schedules were slowed to mask poor performance. The Monday-Saturday Waterloo-Southampton semi-fasts were replaced by Waterloo-Poole stopping trains. These took 183 minutes between Waterloo and Bournemouth, with 17 intermediate stops. The corresponding trains in BR’s 1967 timetable had taken 175 minutes with 26 stops. 
From May 2008 First Great Western diverted a Monday-Friday evening Worcester-Southampton train to run via Stroud and Swindon. From December, new CrossCountry operator Arriva served Southampton with hourly Bournemouth-Manchester via Stoke-on-Trent trains, in compliance with DfT’s further franchise reshaping.

From December 2010 Arriva became a subsidiary of Deutsche Bahn and introduced a new two-hourly Monday-Saturday service between Southampton and Newcastle, with one service initially extending to Edinburgh. Southern introduced direct Southampton-Brighton trains on Sundays, finally saving passengers from extended journey times via connections at Fratton.
From 22 July to 7 October 2018, a modified timetable applied on Cross Country’s Southampton-North East services during major track work in the Derby area. A full service ran from Southampton but switching of paths north of Birmingham restored direct services to a wider range of destinations, including in Scotland, which are now normally served by the operator’s West of England trains.

The pandemic
From August 2017, a First/MTR consortium had taken over South West Trains (rebranded South Western Railway) and launched a successful public timetable consultation. Big service improvements were promised, but only successive tweaks had been achieved before the 2020 coronavirus pandemic. The pandemic led to the imposition of a series of unattractive emergency timetables because non-essential travel was at various times banned or discouraged by government.
With some improvements towards the end of the 2020 summer season, weekly departures from Southampton Central were running at just under 80% of normal. On Mondays to Fridays, Great Western and Southern operated almost full services, and Cross Country double-length Manchester-Bournemouth services every two hours. South Western Railway operated hourly Waterloo-Weymouth semi-fast trains with a few Waterloo-Southampton fast services; an hourly Southampton-Bournemouth shuttle serving most intermediate stations; hourly services to and from Fratton; and normal hourly Romsey-Southampton-Salisbury services. Saturday and Sunday services in 2020 remained near normal, apart from Great Western’s token Cardiff-Brighton services being diverted to Portsmouth.

By summer 2021, just over 88% of Southampton’s departures were running. Southern operated a normal service. Cross Country operated just its double-length Manchester-Bournemouth services every two hours all week. South Western Railway operated the Waterloo-Weymouth fast services only as far as Poole on Mondays to Fridays. The Waterloo-Poole stopping service operated only between Winchester and Bournemouth on Mondays to Fridays, and Winchester and Poole on Saturdays. Late evening Monday-Friday services from Waterloo remained heavily cut.

In an exceptional improvement, Great Western’s token non-Cardiff services were adjusted to include a very early Fratton-Gloucester train on Mondays to Fridays, connecting at Salisbury with the first train to Exeter. However, cuts to services on the Cardiff-Portsmouth route applied on Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings (instead of the normal practice of bus substitutions) to allow for engineering works near Bristol Temple Meads station. 

In 2022, South Western Railway restored their full service between Waterloo and Weymouth, but made few other changes affecting South Hampshire. Cross Country continued with two-hourly, double-length Bournemouth-Manchester services. Southern and Great Western Railway operated full services, but with the latter permanently removing the Cosham-Brighton route from their operating area. 
New uncertainty
By 2023 the pandemic was officially ended, with infections much reduced and treatable. There were 1769 weekly departures from Southampton Central following the May timetable revisions, compared with 1869 under the pre-pandemic service of 2019. Cross Country reintroduced its full hourly service on the Bournemouth-Manchester route, but none of its former services between Southampton and the North East and Scotland. Southern continued to run a normal service level. Great Western’s new normal saw the token direct services from South Hampshire to Gloucester/Great Malvern terminating at Bristol, in the context of developing the Bristol Metro scheme. 

South Western Railway continued to operate its inconveniently reduced Monday-Friday evening services from Waterloo. In addition, from December 2022 it had undertaken a rationalization exercise. This had some welcome effects, such as removing the Stagecoach layovers of up to around 25 minutes at Brockenhurst. However, a consequence is that the pre-pandemic Monday-Saturday Waterloo-Poole off-peak stopping services now operate awkwardly as three trains: Winchester-Southampton Central; Southampton Central-Bournemouth; and Bournemouth-Winchester. 
In addition, the rear portions of the slower Monday-Saturday Waterloo-Weymouth semi-fast trains continue from Bournemouth to Poole, with only Branksome and Parkstone benefitting. The promise, made in the consultations following the franchise award, to split these trains at Southampton into Weymouth fast and Poole semi-fast services has apparently been binned. This would have increased services for some 60,000 people living in Totton and the Waterside area and reduced many journey times to/from stations between Bournemouth and Weymouth inclusive. 

In addition to timetable paring, operators are reducing train lengths and scrapping carriages. With the electrification of the Paddington-Cardiff/Newbury/Chippenham routes, Great Western’s redundant Thames Turbo trains became the preferred stock for their services through Southampton in place of the longstanding 3-car class 158 units. The Turbos usually provided much greater capacity,  being formed of a two-car and three-car unit (though without passenger access between the units). Single three-car trains have now become common, and refreshment facilities are no longer available. However, some trains are now reverting to class 158 operation, though with 4 cars. 

SWR invested millions to replace Stagecoach’s outer-suburban trains on many Waterloo-Portsmouth express services with refurbished Wessex Electric units. These trains were also to provide token services on the Waterloo-Southampton-Poole route. After a few units had returned to service, the whole fleet was suddenly scrapped. 

A principal driver of success in the Regional Railways sector had been the joining up of services. This recognized that direct journeys are popular; they are more convenient for disabled people; avoid missed connections, and can offer faster journey times. Yet our appended summaries of services from Southampton show that direct services to new destinations increased and then shrank.
Oddly, there is no longer any direct service between South Hampshire and Devon or Cornwall despite the congested competing road corridor and there being two rail routes: via Yeovil and Axminster, and via Westbury and Taunton. 
The Government likes to talk of restoring Beeching cuts. There have been token successes in other parts of Britain, but progress is painfully slow. There are hopes for new services between Southampton Central, Totton, Marchwood and Hythe, with over 80% of respondents in favour, but to say the planning and consultative processes are protracted is an understatement. 

Meanwhile, Southern is looking at withdrawal of direct services between Victoria, Gatwick Airport and Southampton because short turnaround times at the latter affect punctuality. This is despite the heavy use of rail to access airports, and consequent support for westward links from Heathrow, including from MPs. It exemplifies the core benefits of a proposed tunnel link between Southampton Central and Woolston, which would allow shorter journey times between Southampton and Portsmouth, and free up  capacity for growing container traffic on the main line through St Denys. 
While Government seems uncertain whether it wants a ‘guiding mind’ (now dubbed ‘Great British Railways’ rather than ‘Strategic Rail Authority’) or even more radical privatization, what is most notably lacking is the energy, foresight and determination to succeed of BR’s sectorized era. 

The Labour Government’s plan to give more responsibility to the infrastructure body Railtrack (renamed Network Rail after some high profile failures) seems to be coming about by stealth. The franchise operators (and de facto nationalized ‘operators of last resort’ where franchises are failing) seem to be liaising much less with their passengers about service aspirations, while Network Rail regularly liaises on its infrastructure improvements and repairs.
	MAXIMUM WEEKLY DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SUMMER TIMETABLE TRAIN DEPARTURES 
FROM SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL AND [AS SHOWN] THE FORMER TERMINUS STATION
Ignores ad hoc timetable amendments and bus replacements for engineering work; extra trains diverted from their normal routes; and charter, excursion, or unadvertised relief trains.  Data for 2020 and 2021 show the least-reduced pandemic services.



	EXPERIMENTALLY DIESEL-POWERED SERVICES 1952-54     /    NORMALLY DIESEL-POWERED SERVICES 1958-66



	DESTINATIONS

	1952

1953

1954
	1958
	1959
	1960
	1961
	1962
	1963
	1964
	1965
	1966

	Alton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Alton / Reading  [From Terminus] . . .                                           

Andover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         
    [From Terminus via Central]  . . . . .
Bournemouth West  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bradford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brighton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton / Portsmouth   . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bristol    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brockenhurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cardiff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fawley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Liverpool / Manchester  . . . . . . . . . . . 
London Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
    [From Central via Terminus]  . . . . . 
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lymington Pier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Manchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Plymouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Poole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

    [From Central via Terminus] . . . . . 
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Portsmouth Harbour  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Reading   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Romsey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
    [From Terminus via Central] . . . . . 
    [From Terminus] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Salisbury   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
    [From Terminus via Central] . . . . . 
Southampton Terminus . . . . . . . . . . .   

Swanage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swansea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Totton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Weymouth   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Weymouth Quay   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
    [From Terminus]   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester Chesil [From Terminus] .
Wolverhampton Low Level  . . . . . . . . 
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	TOTAL TRAINS
	53
	622
	618
	646
	644
	806
	844
	859
	918
	974

	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES

	DESTINATIONS
	1967
	1968
	1969
	1970
	1971
	1972
	1973
	1974
	1975
	1976

	Alton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           
Birmingham    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bradford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bradford / Leeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brighton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton / Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bristol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brockenhurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cardiff .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exeter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fratton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds / Newcastle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Leeds / York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liverpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  
London Waterloo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lymington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
Lymington Pier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Manchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newcastle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nottingham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Poole   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Portsmouth   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Romsey   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sheffield  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swanage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Swansea  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wareham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Westbury   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weymouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
Weymouth Quay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .
Woking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
York   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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	TOTAL TRAINS
	1383
	1340
	1336
	1344
	1350
	1322
	1179
	1234
	1234
	1248


	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES 


	DESTINATIONS
	1977
	1978
	1979
	1980
	1981
	1982
	1983
	1984
	1985
	1986

	Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            
Birmingham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blackpool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bradford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bradford / Leeds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brighton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bristol   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brockenhurst   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cardiff   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Derby    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Eastleigh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edinburgh / Glasgow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exeter   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fareham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fratton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liverpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . London Waterloo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lymington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lymington Pier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Manchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newcastle   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Nottingham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Paignton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Penzance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Poole   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour   . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romsey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sheffield  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sherborne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swansea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Westbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weston-super-Mare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Weymouth    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Weymouth Quay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wolverhampton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Yeovil Junction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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12

. . .
129

14

6
. . .
. . . .
	6

6

. . . .
253

1

. . .
3

45

. . . .
32

6

34

. . . .
1

5

. . .
7

8

361

. . .
14

6

7

1

. . . .
. . .
31

6

280

24

97

. . .
. . . .
6

1

. . .
123

14

6
. . .
. . . .
	6

. . .
. . . .
237

1

. . .
3

50

7

27

6

48

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
7

14

345

. . .
20

6

7

1

1

. . .
31

6

279

29

92

. . .
. . . .
6

1

. . .
124

14

6

. . .
. . . .
	6

5

. . . .
225

1

. . .
3

41

7

32

1

48

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
6

14

332

. . .
20

6

7

. . .
. . . .
2

31

7

201

30

78

1

. . . .
. . .
1

10

121

15

6

. . .
1
	6

. . .
. . . .
224

1

. . .
8

47

7

41

. . . .
48

7

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
14

332

. . .
20

13

7

. . .
. . . .
2

40

7

211

30

73

1

. . . .
 . . .
. . . .
6
116

14

6

. . .
1
	6

. . .
. . . .
224

1

. . .
8

52

7

41

. . . .
48

7

. . .
. . . .
. . .
1

14

331

. . .
20

13

7

. . .
. . . .
2

42

7

211

7

55

. . .
. . . .
 . . .
. . . .
6

108

14

. . . .
1

1
	6

. . .
1

228

1

. . .
8

41

7

53

1

48

7

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
8

332

. . .
20

12

7

. . .
. . . .
2

36

18

200

12

56

. . .
5

5

. . . .
. . .
108

7

. . . .
. . .
1

	TOTAL TRAINS
	1231
	1276
	1403
	1403
	1384
	1374
	1258
	1282
	1234
	1230


	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES 


	DESTINATIONS
	1987
	1988
	1989
	1990
	1991
	1992
	1993
	1994
	1995
	1996

	Aberdeen / Glasgow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Basingstoke   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             
Birmingham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Blackpool   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bolton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bournemouth   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bradford   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton / Portsmouth Harbour . . . . . 
Bristol   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brockenhurst   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cardiff   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Carlisle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Carmarthen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Castle Cary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Derby    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edinburgh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edinburgh / Glasgow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Exeter   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fareham     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Frome     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Glasgow   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hove  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Keyham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Leeds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Littlehampton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liverpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
London Bridge   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Victoria   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Waterloo   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lymington Pier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
Manchester    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Milford Haven   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Milford Haven / Pembroke Dock  . . . . 
Newcastle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Nottingham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Paignton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pembroke Dock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Plymouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Poole   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour   . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Preston   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Romsey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sherborne  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swansea   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tenby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wareham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Westbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weymouth    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Weymouth Quay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wolverhampton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Yeovil Junction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
York    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
	1

6

. . . .
1

. . . .
228

1

9

. . . .
18

7

74

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
55

. . .
6

1

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
1

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
15

. . . .
. . .
326

20

13

. . .
. . . .
7

. . . .
6

. . . .
. . .
41

18

204

. . .
. . . .
11

59

5

6

. . .
. . . .
. . .
109

7

. . . .
. . .
1

. . .
	1

. . .
. . . .
. . .
1

18

. . . .
9

13

. . .
17

113

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
40

6

6

. . .
5

. . .
. . . .
1

. . . .
1

. . . .
13

. . . .
. . .
359

24

15

. . .
. . . .
7

1

. . .
. . . .
7

192

14

232

. . .
1

11

59

5

5

. . .
62

. . .
132

. . .
. . . .
1

1

1
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
19

. . . .
9

13

. . .
5

112

1

. . .
. . . .
. . .
18

6

7

. . .
10

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . . 
. . . .
7

. . . .
. . .
369

22

21

. . .
. . . .
7

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
2

178

5

222

. . .
. . . .
17

45

. . .
5

. . .
68

1

127

. . .
. . . .
1

6

1
	. . . .
. . .
1

. . .
. . . .
17

. . . .
25

13

12

10

112

5

. . .
. . . .
. . .
103

14

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
7

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
7

5

87

333

22

21

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
2

186

20

217

1

. . . .
5

53

. . .
6

. . .
68

1

125

. . .
10

. . .
6

7
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
32

. . . .
23

13

13

. . . .
111

. . . .
6

. . . .
1

103

7

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
13

. . .
. . . .
. . .
1

7

5

87

341

22

27

. . .
. . . .
6

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
1

158

16

214

. . .
. . . .
5

59

. . .
. . . .
. . .
68

1

123

. . .
10

1

. . . .
. . .
	. . . .
1

 . . . .  . . .
. . . .
51

. . . .
31

3

19

. . . .
117

. . . .
7

. . . .
. . .
103

6

. . . .
. . .
6

7

1

. . .
. . . .
. . .
1

7

5

87

322

22

27

2

. . . .
6

. . . .
1

1

. . .
139

10

218

. . .
. . . .
. . .
6

. . .
. . . .
. . .
68

7

115

. . .
10

. . .
. . . .
7
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
52

. . . .
39

2

19

. . . .
116

. . . .
7

. . . .
. . .
103

6

. . . .
4

5

1

1

. . .
1

. . .
1

6

5

87

268

22

26

2

1

6

. . . .
1

1

. . .
129

53

177

. . .
. . . .
1

7

. . .
5

. . .
69

7

115

. . .
10

. . .
. . . .
7
	. . . .
5

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
141

. . . .
37

2

25

21

108

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
120

17

. . . .
3

. . . .
1

1

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
8

5

85

287

17

19

12

1

. . .
. . . .
2

1

. . .
158

91

148

. . .
. . . .
5

7

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
8

108

. . .
5

. . .
5

7
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
141

. . . .
37

2

25

26

108

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
117

17

. . . .
3

. . . .
1

1

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
8

5

85

302

10

19

8

1

. . .
. . . .
2

. . . .
. . .
158

74

164

. . .
. . . .
5

7

. . .
. . . .
5

. . . .
8

108

. . .
5

. . .
5

7
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
151

. . . .
37

2

25

21

108

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
112

17

. . . .
3

. . . .
7

2

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
7

5

85

302

10

21

3

1

. . .
. . . .
2

5

. . .
154

21

217

. . .
. . . .
5

17

. . .
. . . .
5

. . . .
2

108

. . .
5

. . .
5

7

	TOTAL TRAINS
	1256
	1373
	1304
	1501
	1474
	1413
	1362
	1465
	1469
	1477


	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES 


	DESTINATIONS
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Aberdeen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         
Barry Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Basingstoke   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   
Birmingham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton / Portsmouth Harbour . . . . . 
Bristol   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bristol Parkway   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brockenhurst   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cardiff   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cardiff / Liverpool   . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
Cardiff / Penzance   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Carmarthen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Darlington  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Derby    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edinburgh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exeter   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Frome   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gillingham (Dorset) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Glasgow   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gloucester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Haverfordwest   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Leeds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Littlehampton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Liverpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
London Bridge   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Victoria   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Waterloo   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Milford Haven . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Milford Haven / Pembroke Dock  . . . . 
Newcastle   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Paignton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pembroke Dock  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Penzance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Plymouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Poole   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Preston   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Reading  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Romsey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Swansea   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Swindon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .
Tenby   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Totton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .
Wareham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Westbury  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weymouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Winchester  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Wolverhampton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Worcester Shrub Hill   . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Worthing   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Yeovil Junction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
146

38

1

23

. . . .
36

99

5

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
1

117

17

3

7

5

2

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
. . .
7

5

85

282

21

3

1

. . .
2

5

. . . .
. . .
138

21

212

. . .
. . . .
5

12

5

. . . .
5

. . . .
12

7

108

30

. . .
. . . .
. . .
5

7
	. . . .
1

1

6

169

38

1

18

. . . .
36

99

5

. . . .
. . .
. . . .
1

117

13

3

7

5

7

. . . .
. . .
7

. . .
9

5

85

282

21

1

1

6

2

6

. . . .
. . .
130

5

228

. . .
1

5

12

5

. . . .
5

. . . .
12

7

109

30

. . .
5

. . .
5
. . .
	. . . .
1

1

. . .
163

38

1

19

. . . .
15

85

5

5

1

. . . .
. . .
117

14

3

7

. . . .
7

. . . .
. . .
7

. . .
8

5

85

343

21

7

1

6

2

6

. . . .
. . .
127

5

228

. . .
. . . .
5

12

6

. . . .
5

. . . .
56

6

109

15

2

5

. . .
5
. . .
	. . . .
1

1

. . .
163

38

1

15

. . . .
15

89

5

5

1

. . . .
1

117

14

3

7

. . . .
7

10

1

2

. . .
8

5

85

348

25

7

. . . .
7

2

12

. . . .
. . .
128

10

224

. . .
. . . .
5

12

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
56

6

109

15

1

. . . .
. . .
5
. . .
	. . . .
1

1

. . .
163

39

1

15

. . . .
15

89

5

5

. . .
. . . .
1

112

14

2

7

. . . .
7

10

1

1

. . .
8

5

85

349

25

7

. . . .
7

3

13

. . . .
. . .
128

10

223

. . .
. . . . 
. . .
12

. . .
20

. . .
. . . .
56

6

109

20

1

. . . .
. . .
5

1
	. . . .
. . .
1

4

169

39

1

15

. . . .
15

111

5

5

. . .
. . . .
1

112

14

2

7

. . . .
7

10

. . .
1

. . .
7

5

85

353

23

. . .
. . . .
6

3

. . .
. . . .
. . .
128

10

222

. . .
. . . .
. . .
12

. . .
20

. . .
. . . .
56

6

109

20

. . .
. . . .
. . .
5

2
	6

. . .
. . . .
6

125

40

1

25

. . . .
10

111

5

5

. . .
5

1

35

13

2

6

. . . .
14

. . . .
. . .
7

. . .
. . . .
5

85

355

14

. . .
. . . .
28

3

. . .
. . . .
. . .
118

5

227

. . .
. . . .
118

8

. . .
20

. . .
110

56

7

108

15

. . .
. . . .
. . .
5

7
	7

. . .
. . . .
6

126

29

1

29

1

10

106

. . .
5

. . .
. . . .
1

40

39

2

6

. . . .
19

. . . .
. . .
7

73

. . . .
5

2

311

13

. . .
. . . .
7

3

. . .
. . . .
. . .
113

68

164

2

. . . .
123

8

. . .
16

. . .
110

6

7

115

10

. . .
. . . .
10

5

1
	7

. . .
. . . .
 6

121

26

1

36

1

. . .
104

. . .
. . . .
. . .
. . . .
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	TOTAL TRAINS
	1478
	1511
	1559
	1566
	1582
	1591
	1711
	1606
	1641
	1645


	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES 


	DESTINATIONS
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
2014
	2015
	2016
2017
	2018

	Aberdeen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         

Barnham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Birmingham   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Branksome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brighton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton / Portsmouth Harbour . . . . .  
Bristol   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brockenhurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cardiff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cheltenham Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Derby   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Dundee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Edinburgh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Exeter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Glasgow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Great Malvern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Leeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Littlehampton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
London Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
London Victoria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newcastle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Paignton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Poole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Romsey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Swindon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  
Three Bridges   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Totton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .   

Wareham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Westbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weymouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Winchester   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Worcester Foregate St . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Worcester Shrub Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Yeovil Junction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
York  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
	. . . .
. . .
. . . .
7

120

. . .
26

1

8

. . .
126

6

1

. . .
16

46

1

7

. . . .
7

. . . .
5

85

346

33

7

1

119

108

131

118

8

1

. . .
116

12

33

131

10

. . . 

. . . .

6

. . . .
	6

. . .
. . . .
7

105

. . .
100

. . .
12

10

97

1

1

. . .   
16
20

. . . . 
6
12
7

12

5

85

346

54

7

. . . .

119

108

130

131

116

. . . .
12

5

. . . .
6

207

5

    6

5
 . . .
. . . .
	. . . .
6

. . . .
7

113

. . .
106

. . .
7

10

97

1

. . . .
. . . 
16

. . .
. . . .
. . .
12

1

12

5

85

346

100

1

. . . .
119

108

130

131

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207

5

6

5
. . .

 . . . .
	. . . .
6

. . . .
7

113

. . .
106

. . .
7

10

97

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

. . .
. . . .
. . .
12

1

12

5

85

346

100

1

. . . .
119

108

131

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207
5

6

6
. . . 

. . . .
	. . . .
6

. . . .
7

113

. . .
121

. . .
13

10

97

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

6

. . . .
. . .
17

1

14

5

85

346

100

20

. . . .
119

102

137

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207

5

1

 . . . .
. . .
6
	. . . .
6

. . . .
7

102

. . .
121

. . .
9

10

101

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

5

. . . .
. . .
17

1

14

5

85

348

100

21

. . . .
119

102

137

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

220

5

1

 . . . . 
. . .
6
	. . . .
11

. . . .
7

113

. . .
121

. . .
9

10

101

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

5

. . . .
. . .
17

1

14

5

85

346

100

21

. . . .
119

102

137

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207

5

1

 . . . .
. . .
6
	. . . .
11

1

7

113

. . .
121

. . .
9

10

101

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

5

. . . .
. . .
17

1

14

5

85

346

100

21

. . . .
119

112

127

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207

5

1

 . . . .
. . .
6
	. . . .
11

1

7

113

5

121

. . .
9

10

101

. . .
. . . .
. . .
11

5

. . . .
. . .
17

1

14

5

85

351

100

21

. . . .
119

102

137

130

116

. . . .
. . .
5

. . .
11

207

5

1

. . . .
. . .
6
	6

5
1

13
118
5

121

. . .
9

10

101

. . .
. . . .
6

11

7
. . . .
1

17

6
15
5

90
351

100

. . .
. . . .
119

102

137

130

116

. . . .
6


5

. . .
11

207

5

1

. . . .
. . .

1

	TOTAL TRAINS
	1642
	1759
	1768
	1763
	1811
	1815
	1816
	1817
	1827
	1838


	DIESEL AND ELECTRIC SERVICES 


	DESTINATIONS
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	2027
	2028

	Barnham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Basingstoke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bath Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . 
Birmingham  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bournemouth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Branksome  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brighton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bristol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bristol Parkway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brockenhurst  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cardiff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Eastleigh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Edinburgh   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fratton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gatwick Airport   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Gloucester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Great Malvern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Leeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Littlehampton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Victoria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
London Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Manchester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Newcastle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Poole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Portsmouth Harbour  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Romsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Salisbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Westbury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Weymouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Weymouth / Poole  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Winchester  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Woking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Worcester Foregate St . . . . . . . . . . . .
York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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	TOTAL TRAINS 
	1869
	1480
	1654
	1659
	1769
	
	
	
	
	


